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Complete official results of the July 6 elections were finally announced on the evening of July 13,
several days later than originally promised by the government. According to the announcement,
Carlos Salinas de Gortari, candidate of the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), received 50.4%
of the vote; Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the center-left National Democratic Front, 31.1%; and, Manuel
Clouthier of the conservative National Action Party (PAN), 17.1%. Both PAN and Cardenas' four-
party coalition gained numerous seats in the new Mexican congress, to meet on Sept. 1. In the
Chamber of Deputies, the opposition took through direct vote 51 seats, and another 189 seats via
proportional representation. The PRI will have a 260-to-240 majority in the Chamber of Deputies.
In the Senate, for the first time in the PRI's domination of Mexican politics, the opposition captured
four seats (compared to 60 seats for the PRI). Official results indicated that of more than 38 million
Mexicans registered to vote, only 19.1 million actually did so. The official abstention rate of 48.4%
is the highest in modern times. Many Mexican political analysts interpret the high voter abstention
as follows: either the PRI inflated the turnout in past elections, or that millions of ballots cast for
the opposition this year were simply disposed of. In the words of Lorenzo de Mayer, Colegio de
Mexico: "Mexico would be an absurd and incomprehensible society if in 1988 when for the first
time in decades voters had true alternatives to elect, the percentage of Mexicans abstaining from
exercising their right to vote were to be double that of 1982, when the election was not competitive
and did not mean much." On July 14, Salinas urged his supporters to adapt to Mexico's new political
realities. He met privately with governors of Mexico's 31 states and members of the PRI executive
committee. In the previous two days, he met with leaders of unions, professional groups and
peasant organizations. According to unnamed party officials cited by the New York Times, Salinas'
message to all was similar: If the PRI is to survive and prosper in the country's new competitive
environment, it must go out and win votes instead of waiting for votes to come to the party. On July
16, more than 200,000 people marched on the national palace in Mexico City to support Cardenas'
charge of widespread fraud in the July 6 elections. Cardenas said it was a show of strength in what
he described as a permament challenge to the PRI. [The number of persons gathered in downtown
Mexico City on Saturday to express disgruntlement with the PRI's alleged electoral fraud is unclear.
For instance, Cuban news agency Prensa Latina estimated the crowd at around a half million.]
Cardenas has repeatedly asserted that a vote fraud effort engineered by the government and the
PRI deprived him of several million votes, and thus, the presidency. During a speech on Saturday
afternoon at the downtown plaza, he said, "The government and the president of the republic
offered clean elections and respect for the will of the people...But since July 6, the people are being
trampled, the law is being violated, and now we are in the final phase of the consummation of
an enormous electoral fraud." Cardenas called on his followers to "exercise moral and political
pressure" on President Miguel de la Madrid and the PRI. He emphasized that while protests
"should grow and intensify," they should stay within legal boundaries. According to the Times, the
demonstrators appeared to derive from all sectors of Mexican society. Clusters of police observed
from street corners in the downtown area, and helicopters hovered over the route of the march. The
LADB Article Id:  074572
ISSN:  1060-4189
©2011  The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved. Page 2 of 2
demonstrators had their own marshals to maintain order. No violent incidents were reported. (Basic
data from Prensa Latina, 07/14/88, 07/16/88; AP, 07/14/88; New York Times, 07/15/88, 07/17/88)
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